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Watt’ happening

Heavy accumulations of ice and snow coupled with 
fluctuating winter temperatures can bring down 

utility poles, trees and limbs. This can disrupt power for 
days on end. With this, comes a threat to property and 
also to life itself.

In a winter storm emergency, restoring power and heat 
to consumers is our highest priority, and our electric 
utility crews work around the clock to restore service. 
Even so, it can take days to repair the devastating 
damage of a winter storm. If you are in the midst of storm 
recovery, avoid going outside if possible. Downed power 
lines could be submerged in snow and ice and difficult 
to identify. When outside, treat all downed and hanging 
lines as if they are energized electric lines: Stay away, 
warn others to stay away and immediately contact us at 
800-236-2141. Remember that downed power lines do 
NOT have to be arcing, sparking or moving to be live and 
deadly.

Scenic Rivers Electric Cooperative stresses the 
importance of being prepared for dangerous winter 
storms and the power outages they may cause. You 
need the right emergency items and knowledge to stay 
warm and safe in a winter storm. Scenic Rivers Electric 
Cooperative offers the following tips to prepare your 
home:
• Before winter sets in, update your insulation and 

caulk and install weather-strips.
• Call your utility company or professional tree 

trimmers to cut branches away from your home and 
power lines.

Scenic Rivers Electric Cooperative emphasizes that 
everyone, particularly families with special needs, must 
be prepared in case of a winter emergency and long-
term power outages. Prepare an emergency kit with the 
following items:
• Battery-powered radio and flashlights with fresh 

batteries
• Extra blankets
• Water for drinking and washing

• Non-perishable food and a can opener.
• First aid kit and prescription medicines.

When a storm hits, your preparation should include 
knowledge. The following tips from Scenic Rivers 
Electric Cooperative can help you stay safe and warm.
• Switch off lights and appliances to prevent 

damaging appliances and overloading circuits 
when power is restored. Leave one lamp or 
light switch on as a signal for when your power 
returns.

• To prevent water pipes from freezing, keep 
faucets turned on slightly so that water drips 
from the tap. Know how to shut off water valves 
just in case a pipe bursts.

• Do not use charcoal grills or gas ovens to heat 
your home; this could lead to carbon monoxide 
poisoning. Stay inside and dress in warm, layered 
clothing.

• Close off unneeded rooms
• When using an alternative heat source, follow 

operating instructions, use fire safeguards and 
be sure to properly ventilate. Always keep a 
multipurpose, dry-chemical fire extinguisher 
nearby and know how to use it.

Winter Storm Preparedness 
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Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Is your hot water tank 
warm to the touch? 
Consider insulating it 
to save 7 to 16 percent 
annually on water 
heating costs. Follow 
the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.  
Source: energy.gov
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Winter Storm Preparedness 

• Stuff towels and rags underneath doors to keep 
the heat in

• Cover windows at night
• Maintain a regular diet. Food provides the body 

with energy for creating its own energy.
• Drink plenty of fluids to stay hydrated.
• Move around to keep warm, but not enough to 

perspire. Perspiring causes the body to lose fluids 
which could potentially lead to dehydration.

• Keep a close eye on the temperature in your 
home. Infants or persons over age 65 are more 
susceptible to the cold. You may want to stay with 
friends, relatives or in a shelter if you can’t keep 
your home warm.

Regardless of what time it is, when your power is 
out please call the Cooperative!  But before you call 
check your breakers.  If the problem is on your side of 
the meter, the Cooperative will have to charge you for 
the service call. If it's on the Cooperative's side, we'll 
page a lineman and get it fixed. Please use the outage 
number below when reporting an outage:  

When you call, please have the name and location 
number that is assigned to the account ready.  This 
eliminates errors and is helpful to us.  If you do not 
have your location number (which is listed on your bill), 
we will need the member name, phone number, and 
service address. n

If anyone would like to share some great 
family recipes, please mail them to:  
 Scenic Rivers Energy Co-op
 Attn: Judy
 231 North Sheridan Street
 Lancaster, WI 53813 
or 
email me at jmartin@srec.net 

Thank You!



Severe Storm Preparedness Kit Checklist

Water – fill up bathtubs and containers with water for washing, and also stock up on bottled water for 
consumption.
Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days, non-perishable packaged or canned food, juices, foods for 
infants or the elderly, snack foods, non-electric can opener, cooking tools, fuel, paper plates and 
plastic utensils. 
Blankets, Pillows and Seasonal Clothing Items
First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs
Special Items - for babies and the elderly
Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes
Flashlight / Batteries 
Radio and Clock - Battery operated, also consider purchasing an NOAA weather radio
Telephone - Fully charged cell phone with extra batteries and a traditional (not cordless) landline telephone
Emergency Numbers – Keep a list of emergency telephone numbers including the local utility company
Cash (with some small bills) and Credit Cards - Banks and ATMs may not be available for extended periods
Keys
Toys, Books and Games
Important documents – (in a waterproof container or bag) insurance cards, medical records, bank account 
numbers, Social Security card, birth certificates etc.
Tools - keep a set with you during the storm.  Some items include duct tape, screw drivers, work gloves, 
safety goggles, etc.
Vehicle fuel tanks filled
Pet care items - ample supply of food and water, proper identification, immunization records, medications, 
a carrier or cage, muzzle and leash.
Keep family and friends out of flooded basements to avoid electrical shock.
Keep family and friends away from all downed power lines during or after a storm.
Be sure to follow all manufacturers’ recommendations when using a generator to avoid tragedy. Never 
plug it into a wall outlet or directly into the home’s wiring.

For additional safety information, please visit:
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Zielie’s Tree Service will not be 
trimming in January.  

It is important for SREC to 
maintain its rights-of-way for 
the following reasons:

• Accessibility for field crews, 
vehicles and equipment

• Fire prevention
• Reliable electric service
• Quality service with the 

reduction of outages and 
blinks

• Safety for workers and the 
public

• Meeting state and federal 
code requirements

On a daily basis, SREC 
employees and contractors are 
working throughout the area, 
at times on your property, to 
operate and maintain the electric 
system and our rights-of-ways.  
We appreciate your cooperation.  
If you have questions, please 
contact Jay at jgardner@srec.net 
or call 800-236-2141 ext. 566.

Vegetation 
Management
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Watt’    happening

Watt’s Happening is published monthly as an 
information service to the member-owners of Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative.

Any questions or comments can be directed to 
Watt’s Happening, Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative, 
231 North Sheridan, Lancaster, WI 53813 or 
telephone (608) 723-2121 or toll free 800-236-2141.

www.sre.coop
Steve Lucas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CEO 

Our board of directors consists of Chuck 
Simmons, Don Schaefer, Sandra Davidson, Ellen 
Conley, Jack Larson, Larry Butson, Delbert Reuter, 
Steve Carpenter and Marcus Saegrove.
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Recipe
Corn Bread Chili Pie
Ingredients

• 2 tbsp. 
• olive oil
• 1 medium onion, chopped
• 2 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 lb. ground beef 
• 1 lb. ground pork
• 2 (1.75-oz.) packets chili seasoning
• 1 (14-oz.) can diced tomatoes
• 2 tbsp. tomato paste
• 2 c. chicken broth
• 2 (8.5-oz.) boxes Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 
• 2 eggs
• 2/3 c. milk
• 1 c. frozen corn, divided
• 1 c. shredded cheddar cheese
• 1 (16-oz.) can kidney beans, drained

Optional Toppings 
• Fresh salsa
• Chopped green onion
• Sour cream
• Shredded cheddar cheese

Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 375°F.
2. In a 9- or 10-inch cast-iron skillet or sauté pan, heat the olive 

oil over medium-high heat until it shimmers. Add the onion 
and sauté for 1 minute before adding the garlic. Sauté for 
another minute and add the ground beef and pork, breaking 
up the meat with a wooden spoon and stirring until the 
meat is brown.

3. Drain off any excess fat and stir in the chili seasoning, diced 
tomatoes, and tomato paste. Mix over medium heat for 1 
minute, then pour in the chicken broth. Reduce the heat to 
low and simmer for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally.

4. While the meat simmers, make the corn bread mixture: Stir 
together the Jiffy mix, eggs, and milk in a mixing bowl until 
just combined (do not overmix). Stir ½ cup of the frozen 
corn and the cheese into the corn bread batter and set aside. 
Stir the remaining ½ cup of corn and the kidney beans into 
the meat mixture.

5. If using a baking or casserole dish, transfer the meat mixture 
from the stove top to the baking dish. Pour the corn bread 
batter over the meat mixture and bake in the oven for 35 
to 40 minutes, until golden brown on top. Remove from the 
oven and allow to sit for 10 minutes before serving with 
optional toppings such as salsa, green onion, sour cream, 
and shredded cheese.


