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MY CO-OP

Our 2023 Annual Meeting and election will be held 
on Saturday, April 15 and is scheduled to be held in 
person at the Grant County Youth & Ag Building 

in Lancaster. Current Directors Marcus Saegrove, Delbert 
Reuter, and Jack Larson are all seeking re-election. Petition 
forms are available on our website or by calling our offices. 

Who is on the board?
 The board of directors is made up of nine cooperative 
members, one from each of the nine cooperative districts. 
If you reside in Districts, 1, 5, and 9 and you are interested 
in running for a seat on board, you must act quickly. The 
deadline for turning in the necessary paperwork is 
Sunday, January 15, 2023. Potential candidates must be in 
good standing with the cooperative, cannot be an 
employee of the cooperative, as well as meet 
other qualifications.

What does a director do?
 A director represents all members of 
SREC and is responsible for approving general 
policies, annual budgets, special contracts, 
capital credit allocations and retirements, 
rate schedules, and delegating authority to 
the CEO to execute and carry out the daily 
activities of the cooperative. 

When does the board meet?
 The board of directors normally meets on 
the last Thursday of each month for meetings 
beginning at 9 a.m. and regularly lasting until 
noon. Directors also attend occasional regional 
and national meetings as well as educational 
seminars.

Is there any compensation?
 As provided by the Bylaws, directors receive a 
per diem for attendance at monthly board meetings. The 
current per diem is $500 per monthly board meeting.

What is the time commitment?
 From monthly meetings, SREC annual meeting, trainings 

and travel, the typical time commitment for board members is 
approximately 24–30 days per year.

How do you join the board of directors?
 Potential candidates must gather a minimum of 15 
signatures on the petition form in order to become eligible to 
run for a position on the board. Petitions must be signed by 
15 members who reside in the district in which the nominee 
resides. In the case of a joint membership, the signature of 
one or both joint members counts as only one (1) signature 
per the Bylaws. The nominee must receive service from the 
cooperative at the address in the district they are interested in 
representing.  

2023 DIRECTOR ELECTIONS
Duties and Responsibilities

District 1 – incumbent Marcus Saegrove 
representing Freeman, Seneca, Utica, and 
Haney township west of the Kickapoo River

District 5 – incumbent Delbert Reuter 
representing Beetown, Bloomington, 

Cassville, Glen Haven, Little Grant, 
North Lancaster, Patch Grove, South 
Lancaster, and Wyalusing townships

District 9 – incumbent Jack Larson 
representing Adams, Argyle, 
Blanchard, Fayette, Jordan, Lamont, 
Moscow, Nora, Wayne, Winslow, and 
Wiota townships

For additional information about the petition process or qualifications for directors, please refer to the Bylaws, 
the sample petition form, and the director district map, which are available on the cooperative’s website at 
www.sre.coop. Please contact Judy at 800-236-2141 x554 with any questions.



You hold the refrigerator door open while you 
decide what to eat.

 Trying to cobble together a decent 
meal from the leftovers and random 
sauces in your refrigerator? Don’t just 
stand there gazing into the glow. Up to 
7% of a refrigerator’s total energy use is 
the result of opening its doors. Though 
you obviously need to open your fridge 
to grab food, try to plan meals ahead or after taking a quick 
glance inside.
 Bonus tip – Let your food cool before storing it in the 
refrigerator. According to building-science consultant Michael 
Blasnik, placing hot food in the fridge is the worst thing you can 
do if you want to keep your refrigerator running efficiently.
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12 DAYS OF 12 DAYS OF 
HOLIDAY SEASON WASTEHOLIDAY SEASON WASTE

It wouldn’t be the holiday season without spending money on 
our friends and family. However, there are some ways we spend 

money unnecessarily on electricity without even realizing it.

You run your dishwasher partially 
full and then use the drying cycle.

The average dishwasher uses about 1,800 
watts of electricity to complete one wash and dry 
cycle. That’s about $66 per year if you run your 
dishwasher once daily, according to the online 
tool EnergyUseCalculator.com.
 You can save serious money on your electric 
bill if you make sure to only use your dishwasher 
when it’s completely full. If you just need to 
clean a few cups and plates, you’re better off 

giving them a quick 
scrub in the sink.
 Further, rather than 
using valuable energy 
to dry your dishes, 
simply transfer them 
to a drying rack on 
your counter or give 
them a quick wipe 

with a clean dishcloth. You can even just open the 
dishwasher door and allow the dishes to dry in 
place before putting them away.

You wash your clothes in hot water.
 Most modern washing machines can actually get your 
clothes perfectly clean with cool water.
 According to Energy Star, water heating 
uses about 90% of the energy it takes to 
operate a clothes washer. If you’re trying to 
eliminate oily stains, washing with warm 
(not hot) water will do the trick.

You leave your appliances plugged in 
when you’re not using them.

 It might seem like a chore to plug in your microwave 
every time you need to heat up some holiday leftovers, 
then unplug it when you’re done, but leaving your gadgets 
connected to power at all times wastes electricity.
 According to the Department of Energy, electronics and 
appliances use “phantom” energy even when they’re turned 
off. That’s true of phone chargers, laptops, televisions, 
curling irons, and kitchen appliances.

   Connecting your devices 
to a power strip can make 
it easier to turn off multiple 
unused items in one go. In 
fact, power strips and smart 
plugs could be this year’s 
“hot gift” idea.

You let the fresh air in with 
unsealed windows and doors.

   Your home’s exterior doors and windows 
can contribute significantly to air leakage, and 
can also waste energy, especially if they are 
old, uninsulated, improperly installed, and/or 
improperly air sealed. Weatherstripping can 
reduce the energy losses due to air leakage. And, if you are getting a new 
door for Christmas, be sure the gift giver knows that insulated steel and 
fiberglass doors are far more energy-efficient.
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You don’t use the lids that came with your 
pots and pans.
    According to the Department of Energy, covering what 
you’re cooking this holiday season means that the food will 

cook faster, which allows you to use 
less energy in the process. Matching 
the size of the pan to the size of the 
heating element is also a good energy-
saving strategy.

Your TV is set to full brightness.
 Unless you typically watch your favorite 

shows in a super bright space, you can probably 
turn down the brightness on your television. In fact, 
the Department of Energy has advised that switching 
your TV to the “home” 
or “standard” setting can 
reduce your TV’s energy 
usage by up to 30%. (TVs, 
like all electronics, use 
phantom power – see #2.)

You’re not using a programmable 
thermostat.

 Homeowners looking to lower their energy bills 
should consider replacing older, outdated thermostats 
with modern, programmable versions. These allow you 
to make sure you’re not heating or cooling an empty 
house during the workday. Our energy partner, Focus on 
Energy, typically sells Energy Star-rated thermostats with 
instant rebates—www.focusonenergymarketplace.com.

   Want more smart options for 
controlling your daily energy 
usage, paying your bills and 
more? Sign up for SmartHub on 
our website www.sre.coop.

You take really long showers.
 We all know how tempting it can be to linger under a 
hot shower on a chilly morning, or while you are hiding from 
holiday guests. However, those extra minutes in the steaming 
water can add up when it comes to your energy bill.
 According to the Department of Energy, water heating 
can amount to 12% of a household’s 
energy bill. Try hopping out of the 
shower sooner to cut back on energy 
waste, or consider adding a low-flow 
aerator to your shower head to reduce 
the water flow.

You’re not clearing 
out your air vents.

 If your heating, ventilation, 
or air-conditioning system 
relies on air vents, you could 
be wasting energy by not 
keeping those vents clean.
 Clogged or dirty vents 
means that it takes more 
energy to heat or cool your 
home. Even scarier, letting 
debris build up in your vents 

can also 
lead to mold 
growth or 
vermin. 

You’re still using 
incandescent bulbs.
 Incandescent bulbs aren’t 
very energy efficient. In fact, 
they haven’t been manufactured in 
the U.S. since 2014, and governments 
around the world have begun to 
phase them out entirely. Halogen 
incandescents, compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs), and light-emitting 
diodes (LEDs) use between 25% and 
85% less energy. They also last 25 
times longer. If you decorate for the 
holidays, consider upgrading 
your lighting choices to energy 
efficient options too.

The holiday season can be full of joy and laughter, but opening a high energy bill in the new year 
is avoidable, if you skip the wasteful ways listed above.

Your freezer is on but empty.
 Buying in bulk and freezing groceries 
for the holiday guests is a good way to 
save some cash, but running a stand-alone 
freezer on empty 
is akin to throwing 
those savings down 
the drain.
 On average, 
a modern chest 
freezer consumes 
about 200 watts per day, which translates 
to about $14 per month, according to 
EnergyUseCalculator.com. If there’s no food 
inside your stand-alone freezer, you’re jacking 
up your monthly energy bill for no reason.
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Judy Mims, Editor

The winning photo for December in SREC’s 2022 
Member Photo Contest is “Bald Eagle” by Gary Cohen of 

Blanchardville. Our 2023 calendar, Bright and Shiny Faces, 
was mailed to members in October.

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Not sure what to gift for the holidays?

SREC Gift Certificates  
are available!

We all know someone who seems to  
have everything. If you have such  

a person on your holiday shopping  
list and they’re on Scenic Rivers 

Energy Cooperative’s lines, 
consider a gift 

certificate for their  
electric bill! 

Call our office at 800-236-2141 to learn how 
to obtain a gift certificate.

BE ALERT FOR PEAK ALERTS
Winter is upon us, and with that comes the time for 

peak alerts for our cooperative members. A peak 
alert is likely to occur on the coldest days during the winter 
months.  On these days, the demand for electricity is at its 
highest, which can mean higher prices. Conserving energy on 
these days (and every day) as much as possible will reduce 
the cooperative’s energy costs. Reducing or delaying your 
electrical usage during peak alerts helps us lower demand and 
ultimately the associated costs.
 The key is to reduce your consumption between the hours 
of 5 and 11 p.m. on these cold winter days. This helps SREC 
save on our wholesale power bill, and that savings is passed 
on to you, our members. By turning off lights and appliances 
you aren’t using, you can help save a substantial amount.
 Follow us on Facebook, visit our website or tune into the 
following radio stations to get our Peak Alerts on the coldest 
days of the year:

• WVRQ 102.3 FM
• WPRE 104.3 FM
• WQPC 94.3 FM

• WGLR 97.7 FM
• WBGR 93.7 FM
• WPVL 107.1 FM

   Happy
Holidays

From our co-op family to 
yours, wishing you a joyous 
holiday season and a happy 

and peaceful New Year!


