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Steve Lucas, CEO

AFFORDABLE ELECTRICITY 
POWERS QUALITY OF LIFE
Most of us use electricity, either 

directly or indirectly, at almost all 
times. Because electricity is so abundant 
and available with the simple flip of a 
switch, it’s easy to take it for granted. 

 According to the Energy Information Agency (EIA), the 
typical U.S. household now uses more air conditioning, appli-
ances, and consumer electronics than ever before. The average 
home also contains 10 or more internet-connected devices. 
Considering everything that is powered by electricity, it’s no 
wonder we occasionally might wince at our monthly bill. But 
keep in mind, it’s no longer just the “light bill.”

Electricity powers quality of life
 Electricity powers our quality of life. From the infrastruc-
ture of your home (appliances, water heater, and HVAC sys-
tem) to charging your smartphones, computers, TV and Wi-Fi 
router, your energy bill covers so much more than lighting. 
 Today, there is more demand for electricity than ever before. 
At home, in schools and business, and in commercial sectors 
such as transportation, the need for electricity is increasing. 
 Typically when demand goes up, so too does the price, as 
is the case with most goods or services, like cable or even your 
favorite specialty coffee. However, that’s not true with electric-
ity. Let’s take a look at how the value of electricity compares 
to other common expenses. 
 Over the last five years, the cost of rent increased 3.4%, 
medical care increased 2.8%, and education increased 2.2%. 
But the cost of electricity only increased 1%. Considering all 

the ways we depend on electricity, it still remains a great value.
 So, the next time you’re enjoying your favorite podcast, 
TV series or movie, consider the value of electricity and how 
it enhances your quality of life. 
 We care about you, the members we serve, and understand 
that electricity is more than a commodity––it’s a necessity. 
That’s why Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative will continue 
working hard to power your life, reliably and affordably. 

The winning photo for August in SREC’s 2020 Member 
Photo Contest, “Double Trouble,” was taken by Mark Hackett 
of Boscobel. Winning photos are featured in our 2021 
Member Photo Calendar. 

MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH

When shopping for new light bulbs, 
know the difference between lumens 
and watts. Lumens measure the amount 
of light produced by the bulb. Watts 
measure energy consumption.

Energy-saving LEDs come in a 
variety of color and 
brightness levels and last 
15–25 times longer than 
incandescent bulbs.
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et me tell you a story.” I imagine these were 
words often spoken by SREC member Carol 
McDaniel, as I did not have the privilege of 

meeting Carol, but instead spent a delightful morning with 
John McDaniel of rural Gratiot. John told me the story of the 
Lafayette County Bluebird Society, along with so much more. 
Did you know it’s not uncommon for newlyweds to receive a 
bluebird statue as a wedding present? The bluebird has long 
been associated with love, joy, and contentment and gifting a 
figurine is traditional. And did you know bluebirds were once 
as plentiful as robins in Wisconsin? I didn’t either, but John 
and Carol McDaniel are responsible for bringing them back in 
Lafayette County, devoting 40 years to the endeavor.  

 “When settlers came to Wisconsin in the early 1800s, 
the Eastern Bluebird was as common as the robin. But by 
1976, the Eastern Bluebird was reported on the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Survey with just four pairs in the entire state. 
Its dwindling numbers were troubling. So, in the spring of 
1981, an effort was made in Darlington to help bring back 
the bluebird. A few local, concerned individuals met in the 
basement of the Methodist Church. Under the leadership of 
Carol and John McDaniel, the Darlington Bluebird Society 
was formed. A few years later, as the bluebird population 
began to grow, the organization’s membership expanded 
to include people from around the county. The name was 
changed to the Lafayette County Bluebird Society. Since its 
founding, the society has been successful in bringing back the 
Eastern Bluebird to the county and increasing the population 
of bluebirds to a very comfortable number. Each year 
hundreds of bluebirds are reported as fledged in the county.” 
—Lafayette County Bluebird Society, Inc website

 Carol discovered a pair of nesting bluebirds in the 

backyard in 1980. Inside were four baby bluebirds, but below 
she found both parents dead. The babies were chirping away, 
anxious for their next meal, and Carol had no idea what to do.  
She contacted Larry Zeleny, founder of the North American 
Bluebird Society, for help. Larry advised Carol to keep them 
warm and to feed them cut-up worms every 20 minutes from 
dawn to dusk. It became a family project, and John remembers 
being responsible for digging the worms before heading to 
his job at the bank. The worms were fed with tweezers and it 
occurred to the McDaniels that water would be needed too. 
But a few days later the first baby died. In the end only one 
of the four survived, and that is when they learned from Dr. 
Zeleny that baby birds get all the water they need from the 
worms and insects they eat. The water lovingly given by an 
eyedropper would have gotten into their lungs, essentially 
drowning them.  
 With that lesson learned, and the help of John’s aunt Ruth 
Reinoehl (an avid birder herself), Carol organized and held 
the first meeting in March of 1981. With just 15 community 
members attending the first meeting, the Bluebird Society was 
started. As word spread, more members joined, which John 
admitted could have been due to the delicious treats Carol 
always provided. At those early meetings, nesting boxes were 
provided and installed around Darlington.  
 In 1986 the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin 
(BRAW) was established and Carol quickly became involved. 
Carol reported on her bluebird fledglings annually for 35 
years, served as a county coordinator, was an active board 
member, and eventually was president of the organization. 
She credits this organization’s work with bringing the Eastern 
Bluebirds back to Wisconsin, with tens of thousands of young 
birds fledged in recent years.  
 Carol was far from done, as her passion for bluebirds 
led her to become vice-president and director of the North 
American Bluebird Society. She was instrumental in 

   Happiness

“Be like the bluebird who never is blue, for he knows from his 
upbringing what singing can do.”—Cole Porter Carol McDaniel
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bringing the organization’s headquarters to Darlington. In 
2006, she authored the Eastern Bluebird species count for 
the Atlas of Breeding Birds of Wisconsin by the Wisconsin 
Society of Ornithology. And, in 2014, she was responsible 
for Darlington’s designation as a Bird City of Wisconsin, 
something only about 100 communities in Wisconsin can 
currently boast of.
 “She just loved the bluebirds,” John said.  As he showed 
me their home, he told me where the various dishes, vases, 
bluebird statues, and paintings came from. John explained 
how the destruction of the bluebirds’ natural habitat was 
partially responsible for their decline.  
 “When other fuel source prices rose, people turned to 
firewood, cutting down the trees where bluebirds had fledged 
their young for many years,” John explained.  
 The Lafayette County Bluebird Society therefore designed 
“The Simple House,” which is made of cedar and attracts 
bluebirds back to our area, assisting them in fledging their 
young each year. Together with BRAW and the Lafayette 
County Bluebird Society, the McDaniels shared what they had 
learned, helping the population of bluebirds grow and thrive.
 As parents, John and Carol believed that teaching their 
children about the bluebirds was important and critical to 
success. One or more of their four children often accompanied 
Carol or John on the hikes to inspect the bluebird nests. There 
were fewer nests to check in the early years, but now birders 
can explore six designated trails in Lafayette County and 
many, many more throughout the state. Carol was protective 
of the bluebirds’ nests and if sparrows were found in a nest, 
she was quick to “remove” them. She knew how to handle 
ants in a nest and much more. Those who wanted to learn only 
had to ask and listen as she was happy to teach and share her 
love of the bluebirds with everyone.
  Carol recently lost her battle to cancer, and John told me 

that the Lafayette County Bluebird Society was disbanded 
earlier this year. Together, John and Carol were active 
community members beyond their work saving the bluebirds.  
They were influential in the Lafayette Genealogy Society, the 
Johnson Public Library and the Argyle Public Library, the 
Darlington Garden Club, the Darlington School Technology 
Committee, the Darlington United Methodist Church, and 
the Darlington Main Street Program Economic Restructuring 
Committee, just to name a few. As influencers go, Carol and 
John McDaniel are ones to follow.  

 “When you spot a bluebird in a nearby tree, put on a smile 
and remember me.”—Carol McDaniel

John McDaniel and a pair of young helpers check a bluebird 
house along a trail in Lafayette County. His late wife, Carol, 
was instrumental in launching successful bluebird restoration 
efforts in the area.

The late Carol McDaniel’s love of bluebirds—a traditional symbol of good luck and 
happiness—is reflected in the decor within the McDaniels’ home. 



LAST CHANCE
to enter SREC’s 2021 Member Photo Contest!
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Submit your photos capturing life in rural Wisconsin to SREC for our 2021 
Member Photo Contest! SREC staff will determine the winning photos, 
which will appear in our 2022 calendar. Submitted photos may also be 
used for magazine covers and in other co-op publications.

We’re looking for scenes of rural life within SREC’s service territory, taken 
by our members, with a special focus on things you wish urban Americans 
could see.

Photos must be of high resolution and horizontal in orientation. Submit 
photos via email to jmims@srec.net.

For a complete list of rules and criteria, as well as downloadable entry 
forms, visit www.sre.coop.  Entry forms can also be picked up at the SREC 
office, or we can email you a copy.

Deadline for submitting photos is August 20!

BUTSON STEPS DOWN AS DISTRICT 7 DIRECTOR
Larry Butson, who has served as 

District 7 director since 2007, has 
retired from the board of directors 
effective immediately. After 14 years of 
dedicated service, Larry states that “It’s 
time for me to focus on my family, our 
church, our health, and our family farm.”
 Appointed to fill the vacancy is Lily 
Long of Platteville. The current term ex-
pires as of next spring’s annual meeting.  
 Larry was a dedicated director who 
was committed to all the members of 
the co-op and was deeply involved in 
the work of the cooperative. He sat on 
several sub-committees of the board, 
specifically the Operation Round Up and 
Federated Youth committees. Larry was 
available to all the members in both his 
district and the entire SREC service ter-

ritory, bringing members comments and 
concerns to the full board on a regular 
basis.  
 “He has been a voice for the mem-
bers at every meeting,” stated CEO 
Steve Lucas.
 During his years of service, Larry 
earned his certification through the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (NRECA) and was a Creden-
tialed Cooperative Director (CCD). This 
additional training significantly furthered 
his contributions to building and grow-
ing the board of directors and allowed 
him to serve our members even better.
 Larry stated that “I have a deep re-
spect for Scenic Rivers Energy Coopera-
tive and the cooperative model. We have 
an awesome machine with the goal of 

keeping the lights 
on and keeping 
the rates as low 
as possible. We 
worked very hard 
for our members. 
It’s been a privi-
lege to represent 
the members of southeast Grant County. 
I will forever be thankful and grateful for 
this opportunity to represent and speak 
for our great District 7 members. Thank 
you everyone who helped and mentored 
me along the way. I will miss our co-op 
family!”    
 “We thank Larry for his years of ded-
icated service to Scenic Rivers Energy 
Cooperative, and we wish him the very 
best,” Lucas said.


