
Take the opportunity to…

• See what makes the cooperative business model 

diff erent and successful, then apply this knowledge 
to fun and challenging cooperative activities.

• Identify and learn how to develop your own 
leadership skills.

• Discuss cooperative careers with industry 
professionals.

• Be entertained and challenged by highly acclaimed 
motivational speakers who understand teens and talk 
about topics that are relevant in your life.

This is a by-teens, for-teens cooperative leadership 

conference that is planned and developed by a youth 
board elected at the previous year’s event.

Who should apply? 
• High school students with family 

members who belong to a 
participating electric cooperative. 

• Students active in their school and 
community.

• Students who are interested in 
learning more about the cooperative 
business model.

What does it cost?
• All registration costs* are covered by 

the generous support of your local 
cooperative. 

• Students should contact their 
cooperative to apply for a full 
sponsorship.

Youth Leadership Conference
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The annual Youth Leadership 

Conference is a dynamic

three-day event for high 

school students across 

Wisconsin to develop their 

leadership skills while 

learning about the purpose, 

operation, and scope of 

cooperative businesses.



Sign up today! 
Students 

• Contact your local participating electric cooperative to
request sponsorship and registration forms to attend
the Youth Leadership Conference.

• Complete the co-op required form(s) and return them
to your sponsoring co-op no later than Wednesday,

June 7, 2023.

Questions? 

If you would like more information 

regarding the program or 

registration, please contact:

Judy Mims
Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative
206 County Road K
Lancaster, WI 53813
Phone: (800) 236-2141
Email: jmims@srec.net
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The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA) was our nation’s fi rst 
statewide trade association for electric cooperatives and has served as the 
statewide trade association for Wisconsin’s rural electric cooperatives since 1936. 
For more information, visit www.weca.coop. 
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Five area students traveled to UW-Stout for the 59th Youth Leadership Congress (YLC) in July. Normally this is 
where I would write about what the students experienced, but instead, I’ll let them tell you in their own words.  

 Meet Jude Klär of Cuba City. Jude was elected in 2021 to 
serve on the Youth Board. He traveled to Washington, D.C., 
for Youth Tour in June along with other Youth Board members. 
Jude was responsible for leading this year’s YLC, the first one 
held in person since 2019. The camp includes get-to-know-
you mixers and games. Also, sprinkled over the three days are 
sessions that teach about cooperative basics, history, culture, the 
business model and principles. 
 “I learned so much this 
week about how cooperatives 
support America and its 
citizens,” Jude said. “I loved 
seeing the leadership growth 
in our youth at YLC. So 
many important aspects of 
leadership and the skills 
needed were addressed and 
spoken about. Then, the 
students can apply these 
skills to their lives. I 
recommend that everyone 
attend. We had a blast!”

    Madalynn 
(Maddie) Oyen will 
be a sophomore at 
Fennimore High 
School this fall and 
learned a lot at YLC. 
Nationally acclaimed 
speaker Craig 
Hillier’s session 
“Breakthrough 
Leadership” was 
“one that will stick 
with me for years,” 
said Maddie. 

     Getting to know people 
and make friends was not a 
problem either:     
      “I LOVED the people at this 
conference! They do not lie when 
they say you will meet a ton of 
people,” she said.

  Advice from Maddie—Everyone should go next year. 
You will not be alone or bored. “I had an AMAZING 
week at YLC and I hope to see this going for years to 
come.” 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
 YLC 2022

Jude Klär leads an 
opening session at this 
year’s YLC at UW-Stout.

Maddie Oyen 
participates in a 

get-to-know-you 
activity with her 
signature smile.

SREC youth before the Etiquette 
Dinner, dressed to impress (L to R): 

Constance Clark-Bailey, Sydney 
Recker, Ellaree Young, Madalynn 

Oyen, and Jude Klär.
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MY CO-OP

 One of the main topics taught at camp is the Cooperative 
Business Model. Co-ops are owned by the members, and 
managed by a board of directors, elected by the members. 
The model is taught by having campers run for the Youth 
Board. Constance Clark-Bailey will represent SREC on the 
board during the coming year after she obtained signatures 
from fellow campers via petition to run for the board. She 
then gave a speech to the group and won the election. She 
will return to UW-Stout in July 2023 to help run YLC for 
a new group of cooperative students. Ellaree, Maddie, 
Sydney, Constance, and Jude all hope you’ll be there too!
 Want to learn more? Follow YLC on Instagram at 
Wisconsinylc or SREC on Facebook.  

 Entering her senior 
year at Potosi High 
School is Sydney 
Recker. Sydney said she 
“learned some useful 
leadership skills that I 
can use in other aspects 
of my life” at YLC. 
However, her “favorite 
part was staying in the 
dorms and meeting 
new people. I wish 
people knew that 
going to YLC isn’t 
as scary as you would think 
because you make a lot of friends.” 
 Staying on campus at UW-Stout, 
eating in the cafeteria, using the 
dorm rooms and spaces are all valuable learning experiences 
from attending YLC. Did anyone tell you it is free? “SREC 
sponsored us all to go, provided a trip up and back and sent a 
chaperone,” Sydney said. “Anyone who has the opportunity 
should consider attending this event.”

    “I learned what 
being a great leader 
entails and how much 
work it takes to be 
a good leader,” said 
Ellaree Young of 
Soldiers Grove. 
Ellaree will be 
sophomore at 
Kickapoo High 
School this fall and 
loved meeting new 
people and getting 
out of her comfort 
zone. Attending 
the Etiquette 

Dinner was a new experience that 
introduced her and the other attendees to 
important life skills. Dr. Kristal Gerdes 
of UW-Stout’s Hotel, Restaurant and 
Tourism Management program taught the 
students proper etiquette for dining out 

in a professional setting. After the formal dinner, a different 
doctor entertained the students. Dr. Al Snyder, hypnotist, 
challenged several dozen students to join him on stage and be 
hypnotized, another new experience for most of the students 
and one that pushed many out of their comfort zones. 
 “I would not change anything about this camp because it 
was very fun,” Ellaree said.

 Meet Constance Clark-Bailey, who will be a senior 
at Seneca High School this year. “During my time at YLC 
I learned what being a leader truly means and how bonds 
can be created in the span of just three days,” she said. The 
program encourages hands-on leadership training, team 
building, career exploration, and much more. Learning how 
co-ops are different from other utilities, and that there are 
many different co-ops in rural America, is just one of the 

basics students learn. 
  “I would recommend 
researching co-ops 
to better understand 
what they do in your 
community, which 
is a lot,” Constance 
said. “YLC is an 
amazing program.  
#GOWICO-OPS!”

Sydney Recker 
participates in the 
Youth Board vote.

Ellaree Young 
addresses the 

whole YLC 
during candidate 

speeches.

Constance Clark-
Bailey takes part in 
the team-building 
games.

Left: Maddie Oyen was hypnotized 
and is hugging a “fan.” Right: Sydney Recker isn’t just 
playing cards—she’s learning cooperation skills.



 
 

    

Youth Leadership Conference Participant  
Application Form 

  
July 11-13, 2023 at UW-Stout 

 
 

The annual WECA Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) is a dynamic three-day event sponsored by the 

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA).  YLC is a unique opportunity for youth across 

Wisconsin to develop their leadership skills while learning the purpose, operation, and scope of 

cooperative businesses. 
 

To apply for sponsorship, submit completed form as directed below. You will be contacted with 

more information and additional registration steps at a later time. 

 

First Name    _________         Last Name    ____ _____ 

Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative Member: (A Parent, Legal Guardian or Grandparent of student) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City       _  State     Zip      

Gender ___________  Grade entering in fall 2023     Age at the time of event    

High School               

Parent Email (used to send links to online health forms)        

Phone Number (Can you accept texts? Yes/No ) _____        

 

Signature ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We will be sending out health forms for parents/guardians to fill out prior to students attending the 

program. We will also be sending a covid health screening questionnaire a week prior to the program 

date to students/parents that students will need to turn in during check in at UW Stout.  
 

Return this completed form to: 
 

Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative 
Attn: Judy 

206 County Road K 
Lancaster, WI 53813 

 

Or email to jmims@srec.net 
 

Questions? 
608-723-2121 ext. 554 

mailto:jmims@srec.net



